THE MOVEMENT FOR GERMAN UNITY  67

In virtue of this law, colonies break away from the mother-
country that has fostered them so carefully. It is in accord-
ance with this law that our monarchical bureaucracy, which
educated the German citizen for the State, and which gave
the peasant his freedom, must retire step by step before the
self-government of local communities and constitutional
reforms. In accordance with this law the petty German
principalities will be abolished, whether by the nation or by
a foreign power, as soon as they are no longer in a position
to contribute anything towards the civilisation of the nations.
Yet even supposing that the Federal State of the Frankfort
Parliament were, either peacefully or by force, introduced
into Germany ; that it were purged of the crude contradic-
tions and ultra-democratic sentiments embodied in the
> Frankfort project; that it carried to the logical conclusion
the principle of the Constitution of the United States, that
the central administration should execute its own decrees
without the interference of the constituent States ; even
then it will always be open to question whether the Federal
State contains within itself any guarantee of permanency.
I feel bound to contest it. Robert von Mohl,1 in his excellent
history of Political Science, expresses his astonishment that
the democracy of the United States should have tolerated
for so long such a subtle and complex form of government
as that of a Federal State. For my own part, all that I find
astonishing is that it should ever have been possible to
found such a constitution ; to persuade the whole collective
human understanding of a democratic people to adopt such
an elaborate form of government. But the work was
accomplished in those great days when the American people
still tolerated the leadership of a natural aristocracy, of a
small number of noble and gifted statesmen. It does
not seem to me in the least remarkable that, when once the
Federal State had been founded in America, it should have

1 A Heidelberg professor, prominent in the Frankfort Parliament, and
one of the federal ministers appointed under the Constitution of 1848 to
assist the Imperial Vicar.